From: Angela Picco

To: Beth Forbus

Subject: Fwd: ASP 12month and DEIS

Date: Friday, September 6, 2013 9:22:44 AM

Attachments: 20130830 Ashy Storm Petrel document comparison.docx

We have a different newer version we are working on with new language, but this is the one
from the last meeting...

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Picco, Angela" <angela picco@fws.gov>
To: Colin Grant <colin_grant@fws.gov>
Subject: Fwd: ASP 12month and DEIS

Angela Picco, Ph.D.

Fish and Wildlife Biologist

Pacific Southwest Regional Office, Region 8
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2606
Sacramento, CA 95825

(916) 414-6490

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Picco, Angela <angela picco@fws.gov>

Date: Tue, Sep 3, 2013 at 10:38 AM

Subject: Fwd: ASP 12month and DEIS

To: Colin Grant <colin_grant@fws.gov>

Cc: Kim Turner <Kim_S_Turner@fws.gov>, Mary Grim <mary_grim@fws.gov>

Hi Colin,

It sounds like we are going to move ahead with drafting some language to

try to make the DEIS and Species Report documents consistent regarding ASP.
Would you be able to take a first crack at this? Please let me know if

you have any questions, and please let me know how I can help.

Thanks,
Angela

Angela Picco, Ph.D.

Fish and Wildlife Biologist

Pacific Southwest Regional Office, Region 8
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
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Ashy Storm Petrel document comparison

House Mouse Eradication EIS

· Pg 18.  EIS states that predation is extensive and may be having population level impacts.
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Page12 of the finding concludes that burrowing owl predation is not resulting in a downward trend in the species population on the Farallon Islands.



· Pg19.  The EIS states 225 petrels/year are preyed upon by burrowing owls.[image: ]



The 225 petrels/year estimate is the total number of estimated ashy storm-petrels predated per year by burrowing owls, western gulls, and unknown combined; 225 is not the total number of ashy storm-petrels predated per year by burrowing owls.  Based on surveys from 2003-2012, we estimated that 85 ashy storm-petrels wings were found predated by burrowing owls per year (Species Report Figure 4 page 48).  The Species Report estimates that only 10% of the SE Farallon Island population will be impacted by burrowing owl predation over the next 40 years (Species Report page 43).  The methodology and data used to calculate this predation estimate is described in the August 15 memo to the file.



· Pg 19.   EIS states that without the proposed action, the petrel population will decline or stay stable.
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But the ASP Core Team determined that “is no consistent long- term trend in the species’ population nesting on SE Farralon Island” (Page 18 of Species Report and August 15 memo to file).  Further, that memo states that the data used by Nur et al. (2013) “limits the model’s utility for determining the long-term trend for that population, and the current and future status of the species as a whole” (Species Report page 17 and August 15 memo to the file).    The Core Team concluded that the Nur et al. study should not be used to determine future trends in ashy storm-petrel populations on the Island or estimate time to extinction.

· Pg 21 The EIS states that direct effects from mice are at least a low-level impact[image: ]

The ASP Species Report concludes that direct predation by mice is “negligible” (Page 45).



· Pg 130.  The EIS states that he population is currently declining at 7.19%/year.  While it indicates that number is flawed, it seems to focus on it by not providing other estimates.
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The ASP Core Team concluded in the August 15, 2013 memo to the file that the 7.19%/yr decline in population was not a reliable estimate of current population trends because that model run was not statistically significant.  That model also used a data set limited to 2007 to 2012 and did not look at longer-term trends.  Rather, the team concluded that the Nur et al. report should not be used to estimate current population trends for storm-petrels at SE Farallon Island.



· Pg 130 and 128.  The EIS seems to indicate that the declines at the Farrallons have implications for species range-wide viability.  This is further indicated by the finding of significance which is based on a range-wide, or Farrallons-wide population level decline.
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· Pg212.  The EIS identifies long-term population declines as an unavoidable impact for the No Action Alt.
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As discussed above, the Core Team concluded that there was no evidence of long-term declines at SE Farallon Island.



· Pg 228-229.   EIS states that the proposed action is needed to reduce the magnitude of the “steep decline” in the the Farrallons population.
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· [bookmark: _GoBack]Pg 230.  EIS states the irreversible and irretrievable impacts section states that with no action, there is a risk of irreversible decline for ashy storm-petrels.
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2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2606
Sacramento, CA 95825
(916) 414-6490

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Grim, Mary <mary grim@fws.gov>
Date: Tue, Sep 3, 2013 at 10:34 AM
Subject: ASP 12month and DEIS

To: Angela Picco <Angela Picco@fws.gov>

Per our conversation last week, Fris woudl like us to look at the DEIS and
see if we can suggest edits that would make the two documents consistent.
Can you talk to Colin and see if he can suggest edits to the area of the
document where he found discrepancies. I don't expect him to fish
everything in the EIS, but maybe we can provide some suggestions/examples
in a few key areas. We also need to look at our document and see where we
might need to make edits - especially to point out that the eradication

project will be beneficial to ASP.

Thanks

*Mary Grim*

Pacific Southwest Region Listing Coordinator
US Fish and Wildlife Service

2800 Cottage Way

Sacramento, CA 95825

916-414-6574

530-320-1300 (cell)
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